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1.  INTRODUCTION 
The West Musgrave Copper and Nickel Project (WMP) is located in the West Musgrave Ranges of Western 
Australia.  The WMP is located approximately 1,300 km northeast of Perth near to the border of South Australia 
and the Northern Territory.  The WMP is within the Ngaanyatjarra Native Title determination, and Class A Reserve 
No. 17614 (for the Use and Benefit of Aboriginal Inhabitants).  The nearest towns include the Indigenous 
Communities of Mantamaru (Jameson) 26 km north, Papulankutja (Blackstone) 50 km east, and Milyirrtjarra 
(Warburton) 110 km west of the Project (Figure 1). 
 
In summary, the approved WMP involves:  

 Mining of two copper and nickel deposits via two open pits using conventional open pit mining methods. 

 Placement of up to 1,465 Mt of waste rock into permanent waste rock dumps.  

 Onsite processing to treat ore using recognised flotation technology to produce separate copper and nickel 
concentrate products and a tailings stream. 

 Disposal of up to 315 Mt of tailings into a Tailings Storage Facility (TSF) and or Nebo pit void.

 Development of infrastructure to support the Project including processing facilities, borefield, temporary and 
permanent waste landforms, TSF and a combination of renewable power infrastructure (photovoltaic solar 
panels, wind turbines and battery storage) supported by backup fossil fuel power generation. 

 Up to 60 MW (instantaneous load requirement) of fossil fuel electricity generation and unconstrained use 
of renewable power generation using photovoltaic solar electricity generation and wind electricity 
generation. 

 Abstraction of up to 7.5 GLpa of groundwater from the Northern Borefield and through mine pit dewatering. 
 
The conceptual site layout is shown in Figure 2. 
 
Construction of the Project commenced on 11 November 2022 with initial works focused on development of onsite 
accommodation and associated facilities.  Operations are planned to commence in 2025. 
 
The WMP was formally assessed under Part IV of the Western Australian Environmental Protection Act 1986.  On 
20 April 2022, OZ Minerals received approval for the Project via issue of Ministerial Statement 1188 (MS1188) to 
develop the West Musgrave Copper and Nickel Project (the Project).   
 
MS1188 requires submission of an annual compliance report to address the status and compliance of the WMP. 
Conditions 2-3, 3-3, 4-3 and 6-3 of MS1188 requires assessment of implementation of the following management 
plans:  

 Cultural Heritage Management Plan (CHMP).  

 Flora and Vegetation Management Plan (FVMP). 

 Groundwater Monitoring and Management Plan (GMMP).  

 Terrestrial Fauna Management Plan (TFMP). 
 
This Compliance Assessment Report (CAR) satisfies the requirements of Condition 10-6 and assesses compliance 
with the implementation requirements of the above listed Management Plans. 
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2.  AUDIT PUR POSE AND METHODOLOGY  
2.1 PURPOSE 
This report addresses the status and compliance of the West Musgrave Cooper and Nickle Project (WMP) with the 
conditions outlined in Ministerial Statement 1188 and has been prepared in line with the EPA Services Post 
Assessment Guideline for Preparing a Compliance Assessment Report (August 2012).  
 
Compliance reporting is required under Ministerial Statement 1188.  As per requirements of Condition 10-1, a 
Compliance Assessment Plan (CAP) was submitted to the CEO of DWER on 19 October 2022 and was approved 
on 18 November 2022.  The CAP provided the basis for this assessment.  
 
This report represents the first Compliance Assessment Report (CAR) submitted for the WMP to satisfy Condition 
10-6 of Ministerial Statement 1188.  
 
This report covers the reporting period from 20 April 2022 to 20 March 2023. 

2.2 METHODOLOGY 
An internal audit was undertaken by Kristy Sell (Managing Director) and Kat Partridge (Environmental Scientist) of 
MBS Environmental to assess compliance with MS 1188 and the associated management plans.  The objective of 
the assessment was to obtain evidence to verify the implementation of conditions and commitments required by 
MS 1188 over the 12-month period from the date of issue of MS 1188 on 20 April 2022 to 20 March 2023. 
 
During the assessment, compliance with individual conditions of MS 1188 were assessed, as well as evidence of 
implementation of the approved management plans.   
 
Key WMP personnel with responsibility for environmental compliance provided information as requested and saved 
all relevant documentation to a shared portal.  Key personnel interview or that provided information included: 

 Shoanne Labowitch — Manager Environment and Secondary Approvals (Construction) 

 Elina Vuorenmaa — Approvals Lead WM Province. 

 Dan Leinfelder — Manger Social Performance and Regulatory Advice. 

 Eamon Pascoe — Graduate Environmental Advisor. 
 
A number of WMP documents and records, as evidence of compliance with MS 1188 and the Management Plans, 
were sighted and discussed with employees.  This information is documented in audit tables for MS1188 and each 
of the Management Plans.  
 
Audit tables are supplied as follows:  

 MS 1188 Audit Table (Appendix 1). 

 Cultural Heritage Management Plan 2021 (Appendix 2). 

 Flora Vegetation Management Plan 2021 (Appendix 3). 

 Groundwater Management and Monitoring Plan 2021 (Appendix 4). 

 Terrestrial Fauna Management Plan (Appendix 5). 
 
Due to the remoteness of the Project, much of the compliance information has been reviewed remotely.  Online 
databases and real time meeting tools have been used to facilitate discussions with key personnel and provide 
evidence. 
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As the WMP is in the early stages of construction, many procedures are newly developed or were in the process 
of being developed, refined and implemented during the reporting period and during the time of the assessment 
(i.e. 21 March – 30 June 2023) to assist with environmental management requirements.  It is noted that procedures 
that had commenced development during the assessment period (up to 20 March 2023), but were in the process 
of implementation during the period in which the report was being prepared (up to 30 June 2023) were also 
considered given the early stage of the Project and the rapid changes in environmental and cultural heritage 
management in order to meet the wide range of regulatory and stakeholder requirements.  

2.3 PREVIOUS COMPLIANCE AUDITS  
This report represents the first audit and CAR to be submitted for the Project.  
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3.  IMPLEMENTATION STATUS 
During the reporting period of 20 April 2022 to 20 March 2023, the Project commenced construction on 11 
November 2022.   
 
As of 20 March 2023, a total of 312.8 ha of clearing has been undertaken within the Development Envelope during 
the reporting period.  
 
During the reporting period bulk earth works were undertaken, including clearing for infrastructure.  Construction 
has focused on the construction camp and permanent accommodation village and associated wastewater 
treatment plants (WWTPs). 
 
The permanent onsite accommodation village includes 400 permanent ensuite rooms designed to accommodate 
100% of the permanent operational workforce and short-term contractors.  The accommodation village contains a 
kitchen and mess, recreation facilities, laundries, ablutions block, potable water tanks, medical room, 
administration office and parking areas.  The construction camp contains 600–1,000 ensuite rooms which 
accommodate personnel involved in the construction and early operational phase of the Project.  
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4.  AUDIT FINDINGS  
The audit assessed compliance over the 12-month reporting period.  This report represents the first Compliance 
Assessment Report (CAR) submitted for the WMP to satisfy Condition 10-6 of Ministerial Statement 1188.  OZ 
Minerals WMP was found to be largely compliant with the requirements of MS 1188 and is implementing the Project 
in accordance with the approved CHMP, FVMP, GMMP and TFMP.  Details of the assessment outcomes are 
provided in the following sections.   

4.1 MINISTERIAL STATEMENT 1188 
Details of compliance with MS 1188 are provided in the Audit Table in Appendix 1.  
 
Three non-compliances were recorded against Conditions 5-5, 5-8 and 6-4 of Ministerial Statement 1188.  These 
are described below and are summarised in Table 1. 
 
Non-Compliance with Condition 5-5 

A non-compliance was recorded against Condition 5-5 of Ministerial Statement 1188, which requires submission 
and implementation of the revised Greenhouse Gas Management Plan two months after the issue of Ministerial 
Statement 1188.  
 
Ministerial Statement 1188 was issued on 20 April 2022; however Revision 3 of the West Musgrave Copper and 
Nickel Project Greenhouse Gas Management Plan was submitted on 24 April 2023: four days after the required 
submission date of 20 April 2023.  The submission was acknowledged as received by the EPA on 24 April 2023.  
It is noted that approval is yet to be issued by the EPA.  
 
Non-Compliance with Condition 5-8 

A non-compliance was recorded against Condition 5-8 of Ministerial Statement 1188, which requires publication 
on the OZ website of the annual greenhouse gas emissions report within two weeks of submission to the CEO.  
The report was submitted to the CEO within the required timeframe.  It was not made publicly available in the 
required timeframe.  This has since been rectified and the report is publicly available. 
 
Non-Compliance with Condition 6-4: 

A non-compliance was recorded against Condition 6-4 of Ministerial Statement 1188, which requires reporting of 
any deaths of culturally significant or conservation significant fauna to the Ngaanyatjarra Council.  
 
Through consultation with Ngaanyatjarra People, several fauna species of cultural importance were identified, 
these included totem species representative of story lines or dreamtime stories or those used as food resources. 
These animals included bardi grubs (witchetty grub) which are generally associated with Acacia kempeana, 
Australian bustard (Ardeotis australis), goanna (all the Varanus genus), emus (Dromaius novaehollandiae) and 
macropods including the western grey kangaroo (Macropus fuliginosus), euro (Osphranter robustus) and red 
kangaroo (Osphranter rufus). 
 
During the reporting period one fauna death to a culturally significant fauna species occurred.  A goanna was hit 
by a vehicle on the haul road on 9 December 2022.  The incident was reported and investigated internally; however 
it has not been reported to the Ngaanyatjarra Council as required.  

4.2 MANAGEMENT PLANS 
Conditions 2-3, 3-3, 4-3 and 6-3 of MS 1188 require implementation of the following management plans: 

 Cultural Heritage Management Plan.  Assessment outcomes are provided in Appendix 2. 

 Flora and Vegetation Management Plan.  Assessment outcomes are provided in Appendix 3. 



OZ MINERALS MUSGRAVE OPERATIONS PTY LTD  WEST MUSGRAVE COPPER AND NICKEL PROJECT 
  COMPLIANCE ASSESSMENT REPORT 

OZ Minerals CAR 1188 Final R1.docx 8 

 Groundwater Monitoring and Management Plan.  Assessment outcomes are provided in Appendix 4. 

 Terrestrial Fauna Management Plan.  Assessment outcomes are provided in Appendix 5. 
 
Non-compliance with requirements of the management plans are summarised in Table 1.  It is noted that the non-
compliances are administrative in nature and have not resulted in environmental harm outside of actions approved 
by MS1188.  

Table 1 :  Summary of  Audi t  Non-Compliance  Findings 

Reference Condition Non-compliant Finding 

MS 1188 
Condition 5-5 

Revise the GGMP and implement the latest 
version two months from the issue of MS 1188 
(20 April 2022). 

Revision 3 of the West Musgrave Copper and 
Nickel Project Greenhouse Gas Management Plan 
was submitted on 24/042023 which was four days 
later than the required date (20/4/2023). The 
submission was acknowledged by the EPA on 24 
April 2023.  Approval is yet to be issued by the 
CEO. 

MS 1188 
Condition 5-8 

The proponent shall make all greenhouse gas 
management plans and all reports required 
under this condition 5 publicly available on the 
proponent's website within the timeframes 
specified below for the life of the proposal, or in 
any other manner or time specified by the CEO: 
(2) the report referred to in condition 5-2 within 
two (2) weeks of the report being submitted to 
the CEO; 

The report required by Condition 5-2 was provided 
to the EPA in the required timeframe.  It was not 
made publicly available on the OZ website within 
the two week period specified by the condition.  
The report has since been made publicly available. 

MS 1188 
Condition 6-4 

Report to the NGC any conservation significant 
fauna or culturally significant fauna deaths 
attributable to the implementation of the 
proposal. 

A goanna was hit by a vehicle on the haul road on 
9 December 2022. The incident was reported and 
investigated internally, however was not reported 
to the Ngaanyatjarra Council during the CAR 
period.  

Terrestrial 
Fauna 

Management 
Plan 

Section 2.3.4 

Reporting information on death of culturally 
significant fauna to the Ngaanyatjarra Council. 

A goanna was hit by a vehicle on the haul road on 
9 December 2022. The incident was reported and 
investigated internally, however was not reported 
to the Ngaanyatjarra Council during the CAR 
period.  

4.3 EXTERNAL AUDITS 
No external audits were completed by regulators or other parties during the current reporting period.   
 
 



OZ MINERALS MUSGRAVE OPERATIONS PTY LTD  WEST MUSGRAVE COPPER AND NICKEL PROJECT 
  COMPLIANCE ASSESSMENT REPORT 

OZ Minerals CAR 1188 Final R1.docx 9 

5.  OBSERVATIONS  
The following observations were made during the 2023 audit and provide context to the audit findings and 
relevance to assist in future environmental activities and audits at the WMP: 

 Development and implementation of the environmental management system has been staged and is 
ongoing.  It is noted that this is consistent with the timing of commencement construction in November 
2022.  The staged development has reflected prioritisation of requirements for construction activities.   

 Regular communication meetings between OZ and NGC on environment and heritage matters have been 
implemented in 2023.  This is assisting with understanding of planned activities and timely action to ensure 
both OZ and NGC requirements can be met.  

 Implementation of a feral animal control program using a Company owned and operated by Traditional 
Owners is advancing.  This has required significant input from OZ and the NGC to ensure commitments to 
use of local suppliers and business involvement by Traditional Owners are realised.  

 The Cultural Heritage Management Plan requires revision to ensure it accurately reflects provisions of the 
Mining Agreement which was entered into by OZ and NGC after development of and approval of the CHMP 
by the CEO.  The process being used for pre-clearance surveys is consistent with the Mining Agreement 
and is reported as meeting NGC requirements, however it is different to that stated within the CHMP. 
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6.  STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE 
A Statement of Compliance is provided using the EPA Post Assessment Form 2 is provided in Appendix 6. 
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APPENDIX 1: COMPLIANCE AUDIT TABLE FOR MS 1188
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APPENDIX 2: AUDIT FINDINGS FOR CHMP IMPLEMENTATION 
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APPENDIX 3: AUDIT FINDINGS FOR FVMP IMPLEMENTATION 
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APPENDIX 4:  AUDIT FINDINGS FOR GMMP IMPLEMENTATION 
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APPENDIX 5: AUDIT FINDINGS FOR TFMP IMPLEMENTATION 
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APPENDIX 6: STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE
















